WILD    ON    THE    SHACKLETOM    SHELF             l8l
On the xyth Davis invited Bage and Madigan to a conference on
the ship, at which their first decision was to have the wireless gear
put into working order. On January i8th the Western Party
returned to the station, leaving only Mawson's Party in the field.
Davis considered that the Aurora should leave Cape Denison for
the relief of Wild's Party not later than January 3 otibu On the 2oth
he appointed Madigan leader of the Relief Expedition to remain at
Cape Denison for a second year, and sent out a search party as far
as Aladdin's Cave to look for Mawson. This party returned on
the 24th without having seen any sign of their chief; a flag was to
be flown at the station to notify the ship of Mawson's return.
Gales were frequent, and during a terrific gust on January 25th
another of the Aurora's cables parted. The spare anchor was lost
on the 29th when, for the third time, the chain was broken by the
strain, and the 5-cwt. kedge anchor afterwards lost a fluke, leaving
the ship unable to ride out bad weather.
The supplies for the second season were landed by January
28th, 1913, when the wkeless plant started to operate. A second
search-party was sent out for five days on a south-easterly course
and left three depots of food, one of which, as we have seen, prob-
ably saved Mawson's life. This party had no conception that on
January 28th they were camping within 5 or 6 miles of their lost
leader, and they returned to the station on the 29th in great anxiety
for his party. While these searchers were away Captain Davis
took the ship eastward at a distance of about two miles from the
coast, firing signals frequently and sending up a large kite to a
height of 500 feet. The Merfcz Glacier was reached on January
3oth and followed to the head of Buchanan Bay, but all efforts to
attract attention were fruitless and Davis returned to his anchorage
off Cape Denison on the 3ist, confident that something serious had
happened to Mawson, now sixteen days overdue,
One of the most terrible hurricanes experienced in Antarctic
waters then broke out and continued for a week, the velocity of
the wind attaining 80 miles an hour. Although Captain Davis
and his crew fought for the ship magnificently, for several days
the issue was uncertain. Davis says that while the Aurora was
steaming head to wind at ten knots an hour, or about 50 per cent,
above normal capacity, she was being driven astern so fast that
the wake of the ship "was passing the bow at a rapid rate. On February 6th
just as the sun was showing over the ice-slopes, the wind became wilder, and
the squalls really terrific. The ship was absolutely unmanageable, and driving